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IN-WOOD STAIN Technical Bulletin

“Extend The Life Of Your Wood Deck”

Make sure you are getting the most out of your investment!  Simple seasonal cleaning and maintenance can extend the life of your wood deck, as well as the time between stain applications.

1. Winter months:  Remove fall leaves and other debris from the deck.  These materials contribute food sources for mold, mildew and algae spores.   Snow and the “Freeze-Thaw” cycle it creates at the wood surface can damage wood fibers.  Remove snow with a broom or plastic shovel.  

2. Spring months:  As the temperatures warm up, mold, mildew and algae spores become active and start to grow.  Mold is the common term used to describe a growth on the surface of organic matter caused by fungi, especially in the presence of dampness.  Mold or Mildew should be removed from the deck as soon as possible after it appears. Allowing it to grow untreated, even in the winter, can lead to additional deck damage. Cleaning the deck in the Spring will prevent the mold and mildew from getting a start.  There are a number of commercial deck cleaning products that can be purchased at your IN-WOOD retailer.  You can also make a simple solution from items you have in your home right now that will kill and remove mildew, as per the following:
Using a common garden sprayer, combine 3 quarts of water, 1 quart of oxygen bleach and 1/4 cup of ammonia-free liquid dishwashing detergent within the spray canister.  Apply the solution liberally to the deck surface and allow the mixture to set for 10 to15 minutes.  The bleach will kill the mildew and the dishwashing detergent helps emulsify the mildew, which aids in its removal.  Liquid dishwashing detergent is more effective than regular dish or laundry detergent because it will not foam.  After allowing the solution to set, simply rinse the surface clean. For tougher mildew stains, gently agitate the solution with a soft bristle brush.
3.
Pots and Planters:  Setting planters and pots directly on the deck surface may cause staining. Consider removing planters from the deck or moving them around on a regular basis to decrease this effect.  As an alternative, place planters on top of a 2” by 2” cedar board to create a space between the deck and planters. Cedar has natural compounds that form a resistance to deterioration, rot and decay.  It is these same compounds that give cedar its unique fragrance.  The extra space will also allow moisture to evaporate, promoting a healthy, long-lasting deck finish.
4. Summer and Fall months:  Touch up heavy wear areas around doors, stairs and gates.  These areas receive additional traffic during a season, which will wear down the wood fibers along with the stain.  Sweep weekly during the summer to remove pollen and other air borne materials.  Remove leaves and pine needles on a weekly basis.
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